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DOE Weekly Field Memo – January 27, 2010 
 
From the Department of Education: 

 Public Comment Opportunity: School Improvement Grant (SIG) Waiver 
 Press Advisory: Vermont Statewide Assessment Results to be Released 
 NECAP Results Verification Period Begins 
 Reminder: NECAP Reporting Workshops – Last Chance to Sign Up 
 Educator Census Data Collection for 2009-2010 
 Press Release: Summer Food Service Program Funds Available, Income Eligibility Guidelines for 

2010 
 Learning Network of Vermont Camera Grants Released 
 FY2011 Department of Education Budget Book Released 
 Press Release: State Board Chair Fayneese Miller to Serve on National Task Force on State 

Actions to Develop Educators for the 21st Century 
 State Board Monthly Report – January 2010 
 Transformation Blog by Department of Education 

 
From the U.S. Department of Education: 

 Teacher Incentive Fund Program 
 Office of Safe and Drug-free Schools Webinar 

 
From the Vermont Department of Tourism: 

 Drawn to Vermont Advertising Contest for Local Students 
 
_____________________ 
 
Public Comment Opportunity: School Improvement Grant (SIG) Waiver 
Audience: All 
As part of Vermont’s application for the School Improvement Grant, Vermont is asking for a waiver to 
make these funds available beyond September 2011, to ensure that any participating school will have 
sufficient time for planning and implementation of the required school improvement models. Review the 
complete request at http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/recovery_act.html#sig.  
Please submit any comments by February 3, 2010 to gail.taylor@state.vt.us. 
Contact: Gail Taylor, Director of Standards and Assessment, at (802) 828-5158 or gail.taylor@state.vt.us  
 
Press Advisory: Vermont Statewide Assessment Results to be Released 
Audience: All 
Education Commissioner Armando Vilaseca will hold a press conference to present statewide 
assessment results Tuesday, February 2, at 10 a.m. at U-32 Junior and Senior High School in East 
Montpelier. The commissioner will be joined by director of Standards and Assessment Gail Taylor and 
director of Educational Assessment Michael Hock, as well as U-32 Principal Keith Garrett. 
The results are from the New England Common Assessment Program (NECAP), a multi-state 
collaborative with Maine, New Hampshire and Rhode Island. The NECAP exams are given each fall to 
public school students in grades three through eight and 11. School-by-school results will be made 
available electronically on the department's Web site. Results will not be available to the public until the 
morning of the press conference. 
Contact: Jill Remick, Communications Director, at (802) 828-3154 or jill.remick@state.vt.us  
 
NECAP Results Verification Period Begins 
Audience: Principals and Superintendents 
A six-day verification period for the Fall 2009 NECAP Assessments in Reading, Mathematics and Writing 
began January 27 at 7:30 a.m. The purpose of verification is to help ensure that all students who actually 
participated in NECAP testing are included in school and district NECAP reports. Any discrepancies 
should be reported immediately to Mary Ann Minardo at (802) 828-5410. Superintendents will also be 
able to access student-level data files for all district or supervisory union schools using a password sent 
to them in a separate mailing. Please Note: Student-level data files are available at this point for 
verification purposes only. All NECAP results are embargoed until the conclusion of the 
commissioner’s press conference on February 2nd. 
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To read the complete memo, including instructions on accessing these files, visit 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_assessment/necap.html#memo.  
Contact: Michael Hock, Assessment Director, at (802) 828-3115 or michael.hock@state.vt.us; or Mary 
Ann Minardo at (802) 828-5410 or maryann.minardo@state.vt.us  
 
Reminder: NECAP Reporting Workshops – Last Chance to Sign Up 
Audience: Principals, Superintendents, Staff Involved in Student Data 
The department and Measured Progress will be conducting five reporting workshops in early February. 
These workshops are designed for principals, superintendents, and any staff members who are directly 
involved with student data and analysis of results. The workshops will provide an introduction to the new 
NECAP Analysis and Reporting System, including an overview of the various NECAP reports and support 
materials. Participants will receive instruction about how to sort and apply filters to Item Analysis Reports, 
access released item information, and view the new Longitudinal Student Report. Because much of this 
is new information, each school is encouraged to send at least one, but not more than two 
representatives to one of these workshops. For more information visit  
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/calendar.html#reporting.  
Contact: Mary Ann Minardo, Assessment Consultant, at (802) 828-5410 or maryann.minardo@state.vt.us  
 
Educator Census Data Collection for 2009-2010 
Audience: Superintendents, Regional Technical Center Directors 
The 2009-2010 Educator Census application was mailed last week to Educator Census contacts at 
supervisory unions and regional technical centers. The due date for this data collection is Monday, 
March 1, 2009. If your SU/Technical Center did not receive the application or if you have questions about 
the application, contact Janelle Gallison at (802) 828-3777. For data reporting questions, contact Lucinda 
Morabito at (802) 828-1455. If needed, the data collection notification is available at 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_IT/data_collection.html#educator. 
Contact: Lucinda Morabito, Research Specialist, at (802) 828-1455 or Lucinda.morabito@state.vt.us  
 
Press Release: Summer Food Service Program Funds Available, Income Eligibility Guidelines for 
2010 
Audience: Superintendents, Principals, Food Service Managers 
Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) funds are available to schools, private non-profit organizations, 
government entities and non-profit residential camps to ensure that children in needy areas continue to 
receive nutritious meals during school vacations that are comparable to those served under the National 
School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs during the year. This release includes information on 
income eligibility guidelines for 2010. Visit 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/press_releases.html.  
Contact: Nancy Lewis, Child Nutrition Programs, (802) 828-5155 or nancy.lewis@state.vt.us  
 
Learning Network of Vermont Camera Grants Released 
Audience: Superintendents, Principals, Technology Coordinators 
This program is a sub-grant from a prior grant that is meant to help schools utilize the Learning Network 
of Vermont (LNV). This program is intended to provide cameras to supervisory unions and school districts 
not currently connected to the LNV. All schools in Vermont are eligible to apply, but priority scoring will 
exist for the identified supervisory unions and districts. The priority list is on the application of those 
supervisory unions and school districts. If your SU is one of the priority supervisory unions, please submit 
an application. Visit http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_edtech.html#camera.  
Contact: Peter Drescher, Education Technology Coordinator, at (802) 828-5149 or 
peter.drescher@state.vt.us  

 
FY2011 Department of Education Budget Book Released 
Audience: All 
Produced annually, the State Board of Education's Budget Recommendation provides an overview of the 
department programs and teams, along with an overview of the proposed budget for public education 
upcoming fiscal year. To view the document, visit 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pubs/budget_book_11.html. 
Contact: Bill Talbott, Chief Financial Officer, at (802) 828-3135 or bill.talbott@state.vt.us  
 

http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_assessment/necap.html#memo
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/calendar.html#reporting
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_IT/data_collection.html#educator
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/press_releases.html
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_edtech.html#camera
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pubs/budget_book_11.html
mailto:michael.hock@state.vt.us
mailto:maryann.minardo@state.vt.us
mailto:maryann.minardo@state.vt.us
mailto:Lucinda.morabito@state.vt.us
mailto:nancy.lewis@state.vt.us
mailto:peter.drescher@state.vt.us
mailto:bill.talbott@state.vt.us


Vermont Department of Education 

DOE Weekly Field Memo – January 27, 2010 3 

Press Release: State Board Chair Fayneese Miller to Serve on National Task Force on State 
Actions to Develop Educators for the 21st Century 
Audience: All 
The National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) is pleased to announce that Dr. 
Fayneese Miller, Chair of the Vermont State Board of Education and Dean of Education and Social 
Services at UVM, has been selected to serve on a year-long NASBE study group—Developing Educators 
for the 21st Century — to examine the skills and knowledge required to teach and lead 21st century 
schools and administer districts. For more, visit http://www.nasbe.org. 
 
State Board Monthly Report – January 2010 
Audience: All 
The State Board of Education produces a monthly report that is intended to update the public on Board 
activities and priorities. Read this month’s report at 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/board/schedule.html#monthly_reports. 
Contact: Carol King, State Board Liaison, at (802) 828-5101 or carol.c.king@state.vt.us  
 
Transformation Blog by Department of Education 
Audience: All 
The department continues to collect informative articles and other resources regarding transformation on 
the blog at http://transformvermont.wordpress.com/. If you have questions or comments about the blog, or 
submissions for articles we can post, please contact Jill Remick.  
Contact: Jill Remick, Communications Director, at (802) 828-3154 or jill.remick@state.vt.us  
 
From the U.S. Department of Education: 
 
Teacher Incentive Fund Program 
Audience: Superintendents 
This Teacher Incentive Fund grant consists of approximately $200 million for 15 awards. It may be 
applied for by LEAs, SEAs, partnerships or non-profits. The Teacher Incentive Fund Program 
announcement may be found and accessed at the following link: 
http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?mode=VIEW&flag2006=false&oppId=45890. Please direct all 
questions regarding this opportunity to the contact named by the U.S. Education Department on the 
linked page. 
VTDOE Contact: Andy Snyder, Intergovernmental Affairs, at (802) 828-1086 or andy.snyder@state.vt.us  
 
Office of Safe and Drug-free Schools (OSDFS) Webinar 
Audience: Staff Utilizing OSDFS Grants 
On Tuesday, February 2nd, 2:00 to 3:00 p.m., OSDFS Staff will be hosting a Webinar to discuss the grant 
opportunities that will be available in 2010. The Webinar will include a Powerpoint presentation with 
conferencing for audio. Each OSDFS Discretionary Grant Program Manager will provide details about 
their program and information about how to apply for each grant. 

To join the online meeting: Meeting Number: 741 038 130 
1. Go to 
https://educate.webex.com/educate/j.php?ED=103026377&UID=0&PW=NZTlkZjlmY2Mz&RT=MiM
xMQ%3D%3D  
2. Enter your name and email address.  
3. Enter the meeting password: jan2010  
 

From the Vermont Department of Tourism: 
 
Drawn to Vermont Advertising Contest for Local Students 
Audience: Arts and Graphics Teachers, Students 
Vermont students are invited to illustrate an advertisement for Vermont Life magazine’s summer issue as 
part of a new contest designed to highlight the importance of tourism in the Green Mountain State. 
The Vermont Department of Tourism and Marketing’s “Drawn to Vermont” contest gives Vermont 
students in grades K-12 the opportunity to draw a picture that represents their favorite summer place or 
summer activity in Vermont. The top three winning illustrations will be published in the summer issue of 
Vermont Life, an award-winning quarterly magazine published by the State of Vermont.  
For more information and contest rules, visit www.vermontpartners.org/drawntovermont. 
 

_______________________________________________ 
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Weekly Field Memo is Online! 
The DOE Weekly Field Memo is archived on the Department of Education Web site at 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/field_memo.html. Field Memos and the corresponding 
attachments are available for download. For Field Memo information three months or older, or for other 
questions, please contact Jill Remick, communications director, at (802) 828-3154 or 
jill.remick@state.vt.us.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
For the Department of Education Web site see: http://education.vermont.gov/. For upcoming events or 
professional development opportunities, see the DOE Calendar of Events located at: 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/calendar.html. 
 
Main Department Line: (802) 828-3135 
 
NOTE: For comments or questions specific to the messages above, please contact the person listed. DO 
NOT reply to this message.  
 
This Field Memo is posted weekly by the Department of Education to better organize our e-
communications to the field. There may be times when separate messages from the department will still 
be sent. 
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